
RESOLUTION NO. 2017 - 01 

MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERSHIP FOR THE FIRE PREVENTION CODE 
BOARD OF APPEALS 

ADOPTED: April 20, 2017 



RESOLUTION 2017-01 

A RESOLUTION OF THE SOUTHERN MANATEE FIRE RESCUE DISTRICT OF 
MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; RATIFYING THE APPOINTMENT OF 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE FIRE PREVENTION CODE BOARD OF APPEALS BY 
THE MANATEE COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS' ASSOCIATION; PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, on January 28, 2016, at a meeting of the Manatee County Fire Chiefs' 
Association a Fire Prevention Code Board of Appeals was established for the purpose of 
resolving matters, which are unable to be resolved at the Fire District-level, related to that 
particular Fire District's Fire Code; and 

WHEREAS, at the January 28, 2016, meeting the Manatee County Fire Chiefs' 
Association also approved Rules of the Fire Prevention Code Board of Appeals, a copy 
of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 1; and 

WHEREAS, the Rules of the Fire Prevention Code Board of Appeals set forth 
specific duties and responsibilities for the Fire District which include the ratification of the 
appointment of the members for the Fire Prevention Code Board of Appeals by the 
Manatee County Fire Chiefs' Association ; and 

WHEREAS, the Manatee County Fire Chiefs' Association appointed seven 
members of the Fire Prevention Code of Appeals at a publicly advertised meeting on 
March 30, 2017; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Fire Commissioners of 
Southern Manatee Fire Rescue District, Manatee County, Florida, that: 

1. The above stated recitals are true and correct and are hereby fully 
incorporated herein. 

2. The appointment of the following members of the Fire Prevention Code 
Board of Appeals by the Manatee County Fire Chiefs' Association is 
hereby ratified by the Southern Manatee Fire Rescue District: 

• Raj Mathur, Certified General Contractor 
• Alan Breitwieser, Certified Fire Protection Contractor 
• Gary Roberts, Professional Architect 
• Philip Feikema, Fire Department Operations or Fire Code 

Enforcement 
• Chester Scott, Building Code Enforcement 



• Laland Taylor, Attorney 
• Norm Luppino, Member of the General Public 

3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

DULY ADOPTED at a public meeting this the 20th day of April 2017. 

ATIEST: 

Melanie A Marken 
Secretary 

SOUTHERN MANATEE FIRE & RESCUE DISTRICT 

Charles A Durant, Chair 

Dan Center, Vice Chair 

Anthony C. Evans, Treasurer 

Jim Cena, Commissioner 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2016 - 03 

MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

RULES OF THE FIRE PREVENTION CODE BOARD OF APPEALS 

ADOPTED: March 17, 2016 



RESOLUTION 2016-03 

A RESOLUTION OF THE SOUTHERN MANATEE FIRE RESCUE DISTRICT OF 
MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; ACKNOWLEDGING THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE FIRE PREVENTION CODE BOARD OF APPEALS BY THE MANATEE 
COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS' ASSOCIATION; ADOPTING THE RULES OF THE FIRE 
PREVENTION CODE BOARD OF APPEALS; ACKNOWLEDGING THE 
SOUTHERN MANATEE FIRE RESCUE DISTRICT'S DUTIES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES RELATED TO THE FIRE PREVENTION CODE BOARD OF 
APPEALS; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, on January 28, 2016, at a meeting the Manatee County Fire Chiefs' 
Association a Fire Prevention Code Board of Appeals for the purpose of resolving 
matters, which are unable to be resolved at the Fire District-level, related to that particular 
Fire District's Fire Code; and 

WHEREAS, at the January 28, 2016, meeting the Manatee County Fire Chiefs' 
Association also approved Rules of the Fire Prevention Code Board of Appeals, a copy 
of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 1; and 

WHEREAS, the Rules of the Fire Prevention Code Board of Appeals set forth 
specific duties and responsibilities for the Fire District involved in a particular matter upon 
the matter being filed with the Fire Prevention Code Board of Appeals; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Southern Manatee Fire 
Rescue District of Manatee County, Florida, has determined that it is in the best interest 
of the Fire District and its constituents to have those matters related to its Fire Code that 
are unable to be resolved at the Fire District-level to be able to be heard by the Fire 
Prevention Code Board of Appeals in accordance with the Rules of the Fire Prevention 
Code Board of Appeals; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Fire Commissioners of 
Southern Manatee Fire Rescue District, Manatee County, Florida, that: 

1. The above stated recitals and attached exhibit are true and correct and 
are hereby fully incorporated herein. 

2. The establishment of the Fire Prevention Code Board of Appeals is 
hereby acknowledged . 

3. The Rules of the Fire Prevention Code Board of Appeals, attached 
hereto as Exhibit 1, are hereby adopted by the Southern Manatee Fire 
Rescue District. 



4. The duties and responsibilities of the Southern Manatee Fire Rescue 
District, relating to cases involving the Southern Manatee Fire Rescue 
District's Fire Code, as set forth in the Rules of the Fire Prevention Code 
Board of Appeals, are also hereby acknowledged. 

5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

DULY ADOPTED at a public meeting this 17th day of March. 2016. 

SOUTHERN MANATEE FIRE & RESCUE DISTRICT 

Charles A. Durant, Chair 

Dan Center, Vice Chair 

Anthony C. Evans, Treasurer 

1 Lr , , C: -·--
Jiry ceo.a. CCommissioner 
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RULES OF TI IE FlRE PREVENTlON CODE 130.ARD OF APPEALS 

1.1 Definitions. 

"Association" shall mean the Ma natee County Fire Chiefs Association. 

''BoMd of Appeals" shall mean the Fire Prevention Code Board of Appeals. 

"Code" shC1 1l mem1 the "Fin:! Prevention Code" adoptetl hy :1 pt1rtit.:uhu 
D istrict in accorJ anct= wirh Sections 6 l 1.20L and 631 .208, floriJ a Statutes, 
as may be amcnJcJ , rhe "Florida Fire Prevention Cm.le" aJ optcJ by rhc 
State Fire Marshal pu rsuant to Chapter 69A-60, i:lorida Administrative 
Code, as may be amended, inch.1d ing the Flori la editions of 1\FPA t Fire 
Code and NFPA 10 l Life Safety Code. 

"District'' shall mean the Sarasora Manaree Airport Authority or any one 

of the dcpendem or independent spccinl fire disrricrs located in :Manarcc 
Counry, Floridn, who hns ndoptcd rhcsc Rules of the Fire Prcvenrion Code 
Hoard o( Appca Is. 

"Rules" shall mean these Rules of the l: ire Prcvcncion Code Board of 
Appeals. 

1.2 Applicability. 

The provisions of these Rules shall be in fu ll force <JnJ effect in :vfanarce 
C o u nty within the jurisJiction of any District who has fo rmally adoptcJ these 

Rules by reso lu tion of that District's Board of Commissioners. 

1.3 Establishmen t of Fire P revention Code Board of Appeals. A Fire 

Prevention Code 13t)ard of Appeals, hereinafter referred to <1$ rhc "Roan.I of 
Appeals,'' shall be estnblishcd ro rule on martcrs relating to rhe Code. 

1..3 . l General. \'{lhcncvcr iris d aimcJ that the provisions of rhc CoJc Jo nor 
apply nr have hccn mi:·rnpplicd hy the Di!'tricr, m when it is claimed that the 
true intenr anJ meaning of the Code o r any of the regulat ion~ thereunder have 
been mi~construcd ur misapplied by rhe District, or "vhcn it is daim<.!d that a 
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RULES OF THE FIRE PREVENTlON CODE !"\OARD OF APPEALS 

decisio n of the District is unreasonable or nrhirrnry, the affccred owner or 
nwncr1s du ly aurhorizcd agcnr 1nny :-ippcal rhc decision nf rhc District m rhc 
Bo::ird of Appeals. 

1.3.2 ?vlembcrship. 

1.3 .2. l Subject to the Association receiving nppropriate authorization from 
each Oistrlct, the Association shall appo int the members of the 11oard of 
Appeals. Final appoincrncnt of the members of rhe Board of Appeals i$ subjccr 
to ratification by each Disrrict. 

1.3.2.2 The Board of A pp ca ls shall consist of seven (7) princip<1 I members who 
arc qua li(icJ by their train ing, cd11c<l tion, k11owlcd.£.!C, and cxpcril! tKC to vc1ry 
the applicarion of the provis io ns of the Code and <l et on related matters, and 
to perform su<.:h other du ties as established herein . 

1.3.2.3 Each principal member shall be: pcrn.1ittccl to haw <ln alternate with 
sirnilnr experience ro serve in hi~ or her :-;tend when necessary. Alternate 
rnernbcrs shn ll also be appoinred by the Associat ion and are subject ro the 
ratification hy e:ich Districr. 

1.3.2.4 All principal an<l alrcrnarc members of Lhc Board of Appeals must 
reside within Manatee County at the time of appointmen t and while SL:rving 
on the Board of Appeals and shall be qualified electors of Mnnatee Count)'. 
Prlncipa.l and alternate members of the 13oard of AppeClls shnll not be 
employees, agents, or officers of any District. 

1.3.2.5 Me mbers of rhe Buard of App1!C1 ls .~ h;i ll he govcrne<l hy rhc applicable 
provh;ions of th.e Stare of Floridn's Ethics Code and rhe M<lnarec Count).' Code 
of Erhics. 

1.3.2.6 Composition of Board. The composition of the Board of Appeals shall 
bi.: clS (u llovvs: 

n. O ne (I) cert ified gcnernl conrrnctor. 
b. One (l) certified firl! prorecrion contractor. 
c. O ne ( 1) registered professional engineer or ;irch irecr. 
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RULES OF THE FJRE PREVENTION CODE [)OARD Of APPEALS 

J . One (1} inJividual cxpcricnccd in the ficl.d of fi re department 
operations or fire coJc cnforccmcnr. 

e. O ne ( l) individual experienced in t he field of bui ld ing c<.><lc 
enforcement. 

f. One ( l) licensed attorney. 
g. One ( J) member of the genernl public. 

\VII 1- . • d b ,, . d II 11 ·1· d I) II 'f' l II ' I w 1ere a m cmuer 1::; requ ire.' to e reg1sre re , 1cense , or cen:1 1eo, ~a 1 t 

registration, li cense, or ccrri fica tion shall be issued by rhc State of Horida unless 
otherwise specified. 

1.3.2.7 Term. Principal and altcrnacc members of the Board of Appeals shall 
be appointed to an initial three (3)~year term. Success ive terms for rnembern of 
the Ronrd of Appeal~ will be at the discretion of the Ass~>ciation. The members 
of the Board of Appeals shall serve no rnore than three (1) con~ecu rive three 
(3),ycar terms. Any vacancy occL1rring during a term shall be filleJ for rhe 
unexpired porrion of rhc rcrm and shall nm count toY.·«'1. rds rhc member's rerm 
limirs. T he member's terms shall hcgin on Octoher 1 and cnJ un Scptcml>cr 
10. 

1.3.2.8 Removal/ Absences. Mcrnhcrs of the Goard of Appeals shall be removed 
from office by the A:-socintion for fa ilure to attend three (3) successive meeting· 
o r when n member's tl h~ences exceed twenty,five (25) percent of all scheduled 
meetings in :i. calendar ye~ir if rhe absence is nor approved hy the Roar<l of 
Appe::ds for cause. Any mernbcr who fai ls to attend a meering during at leasr 
scvenry·,fi\'c (75) pcrccnr of rhc rime the meeting i:-; in session sha ll be consic.h:rcJ 
nor to have attenJeJ the meeting. 

1.3.3 Administrative Duties. The Association shall be responsible for 
over~ee ing the genernl administrat iv~ Juties and responsibilities pertain ing to 
the .Gonrd of Appeals and all related cosrs. Any appeal fee received by the 
Association, as provided for under Section 1.4.7, ~hall be w;ed rn offscr costs 
associated with the administrative duties and responsibilities of rhe Board of 
Appe::tk Administrative duties and respons ibilities pertaining co a rarricular 
c<l:-;e :-;ha ll he rhc respon.~ i hility of the District involvcJ. In a<l<lition, 
aclministrnrivc costs as.soctate<l wirh in<livid 11a l cascio; shal l he hornc by rhc 
DisLTicr involv1.:J in rhc subject' case. 
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RULES O r' THE HRE PREVENTION CODE ROt\RD Or APPEALS 

1..3.4 Rules and Procedures of the Board of Appeals. T he Board of Appeals 
shall h~we the authority to establish rules anJ regtilatil>ns fo r ~unJucting its 
business. 

1.3.4. l Vote. Enc:h member of the Board of Appea ls s h~dl have one ( 1) full vote. 

1.3.4.2 Quorum. A quorum for the Board of Appeals shall be not less than five 
(5) members of the l3oard of Appeals. 

1.3.4.3 Officers. The Board of Appeals shall select one of its members m serve 
as C hair and ()ne membe:r to ~erve a::; Vicc~Chair. 

1.3.4.4 Meetings. The Board of Appeals shall meet at least once on an annual 
basis to conJuct ihi Annual Meeting. Add idonal meetings of the Board of 
Aprea!:-; shall he scheduled, at th~ Annunl Meeting, to be held quarn.:rly, or may 
otherwise be held at the call of the C hair, at such orher ti me~ n1> the Boar<l of 
Appeals determines, or when othcnvisc necessitated due to the fi ling of an 
appeal \.vherl:! a special meeting has been requested by one of the parties. Other 
than dw Annual Meet ing, any meeting of t he Board of Appeals mety be 
cancelled by the Chair when rhere are no pending <tppcals ro be heard by the 
Board of Appeals. 

1.3.4.4.1 Puhlic Notice of all Board nf Appeals meeting$ shall be rcaso nabl~r 
provided. All Board of Appeals 1neetings shall be open to the public and shall 
comply with the applicable requirements of the Florida "Government in the 
Sunshinen and "Public Records" bws. Minutes shall be taken at each meeting 
of the Board of Appeal~. The Board of Appeals shall keep records of its 
CX<Hnin nt ion~ nncl orhcr official <1ctinns. Minmes ;)nd rcc<1rd~ of the Roard of 
Appeals shall be public records. Records l'lssociateJ wirh indivi<l ual CHscs sh<1ll 
be rnaincaincd by the District involved with the suhjecr ctise. 

l.3.4.4.2 All Board of Appeals meetings sh:11l be governed by Robert's Rule!' of 
O re.let·. 

1.4 Appellate Authority of the Fire Prevention Code Boa1·d of Appeals. 
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RULES OF TH E FlRE PREVE~Tl01\ CODE BOARD OF APPEALS 

1.4.J The Board of Appeals shall provide fo r the rcasoriablc interp rerar:ion of 
the provisions of rhc Code and i~sue ru lings on appeals of rhc dcci1dons of the 
District. 

L.4.2 The rulings of the Board of Appeals shall be consistent wLth the letter of 
the Code or, when involving issues of cla rity, ensuring that the intent of the 
Code is n1.ct \Vith due consideration for publ ic snfety nnd fire fighter safety. 

1.4.3 The Board of Appeals shall have the authority• ro grant alrernatives or 
modifications through procedures outlined in Section l.4. 12. 

1.4.4 The Board of Appea ls shall not have the authority m waive chc 
requirements of t he Code. 

l.4.5 The Roa rd of Appeals decis ions !ihall not be precedent setting. 

l.4.6 Procedure~ un Appeal. 

1.4.6.1 Any person o r entity with stand ing sh<1ll be permitted m appeal a 
decis ion of the Discrict when it is claimed rhar any one or more of the fo llowing 
condirions exist: 

(1) Th~ trnc intenr of the CoJe has been incorrectly interpreteJ. 
(2) The provisio ns of the Code do not fu lly apply. 
(3) A decision of the District is unreasonable or arb itrary ns i t applies 

to <l lternatives or new rnaterials. 

1.4.6.2 An appeal shall be subrnitted to the District having jurisdidion in 
writing within thirry (30) calendar clays of notificarjon of a deci:-1ion by che 
lJisrril:r. The appeal !'hall outli ne all <lf rhc fo llmving: 

(1) The Code provis ion:-; from which relief is sought. 
(2) A sta tement in J icating 1,.vhich provisio ns of Section 1.4. 6.1 apply. 
(3) J u~ t:ificarion as to the applicabili ty of the provisions cited in 

Section 1.4.6. l. 
(4) A requested rcrnedy. 
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RULES Or T HE fl RE PRt.VENTIO! CODE BOARD Of APPEALS 

(5) Justific<1tion {or the rcqw . .:srcd remedy srnring specifica lly hew,; tl1c 
Cod<.: is complied with, public safety i~ secured, and fire fighter 
safoc:y is secured. 

1.4.6.3 Documen tntion supporting an nppenl shall be submitted by the 
appellC1nt to the Di~rrict nt least ten (IO) calendar days prior to the 11oard of 
Appeals hea ring. 

l.4.7 Hearing. Upon receipt of the appc;1l and supporting dncum<.:ntation by 
the Districr, a hearing shall he held at rhe ncxr regularly schcdulcu meeting nf 
the Board oi Appeals, 1yvith notice to the app ·llam, the District, and the 
members uf the Board uf Appeals, allowing fo r at least five (5) working clays 
prior to said henrin.~. The 13onrd of Appeal:-; mny also call special meetings 

provided that five (5) working days notice is giv·en to both partic:;. If the 
applicant requires a special meeting to be called, the appeal fee shall be t\.vo 
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00). Both the appc llanr and rhc Disrricr, 
;n,d/nr rlwir reprcsenrnrivcs, shn ll ;Htend rhe heilring and mny pn~senr cvidcnr.c 
nr rhc hearing. The Board of Appeals shall consider each appc<l l on its own 

merits and shall base its decision only on rhc evidence presented at said heari n.~. 

1.4.7 .1 Conflict. No rm:mbcr of the Ronn.I of Appeals shall sir in juJgmcnr on 
any case in \vhich the member holds a direct or ind irect property or financial 
interest in rhe case. 

1.4. 7 .2 Board Decisions. The Bonrd of Appeals, upon an :iffi rn1:1t LVC vore of a 
majori ty of rht.: votes present, shall (I) affirm the decis ion of the Disrricr; (2) 
modify rhe decis io n of the District; t' r 0) reverse rhe decision of the Diimicr 

<md affirm rhc <1ppcllant's position. The RoarJ o( Appeal:-' decision, with thi.: 
reasons rhcn:forc and j11srificatiun linked m spcdfic sccrio ns of rhc CuJc, :;hall 
be transcril.Jcd in \1\Ti t ing and a copy shall be mailed, by ccrtifi~d ma il, ro the 
appellant an.d the D istrkt, wirhin fo urtcl:n ( 14) days afte r the bearing. 

1.4. 7 .2.1 The f3our<l of Appeals shall provi<le for reasonable interpretation of 
the provisio ns of the CoJ e :ind rule on nppenls from dedsions of the District. 

1.4. 7.2.2 The Board of Appc::1 ls shall, in every ca~e . reach a decision v.·irho ut 
1111rcasorn1blc or unnect:S!i<l ry Jclay. [f (\ decision of tl1c Hoard or Appeals 
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J\UU!S OF T HE FIRE PR t:VENTION CODE 1-K)ARD Of. APPEALS 

reverses or modi fies a refusa l, nrder, or dis:tlk)wance of the Dixrri ct, rhe District 
shall immediately rn kc acrion in accordance with such decision. 

1.4. 7.2.3 Every decision of the Roarc.1 of Appeal: sha ll be entered in rhc minute.~ 

of the Board of Appeals meeting. 

1.4.7.2.4 Every decision 'of the Board of Appenls shall be promptly filed with 
the District and shall be open for public insrectio n. 

l.4. 7 .2.5 All decisions of the Roa rd of Appea ls shall be fin.a l, subject to judicifll 
review as proviJ cd by law'. 

1.4. 7.2.6 Fire Marshal Order Staved, Exception. Pend in~ du.: disposition of 
an appeal schcJulcJ for h1.:aring, the order or dec ision of rh1.: District ~ought to 

be appealed shall be srnyeJ unless rhe District certifies unJcr oath, uasc<l upun 
nvnilablc data and information, th.at an extreme danger to life or property exists, 
warranting immed iate compliance under the Code. Said certification must be 
included in the order and be filed with the Board of Appeals within ten ( l O) 
days after the notice of appeal is filed . 

l .4.8 Conflict Rcsolu tion. 

1.4.8.1 Any conflict bl.!t-vvccn thl.! Florida Building Code anJ the florida Fire 
Prevention Code nnd Life Safety Code as appl[ed to a specific project shall be 
resolved in accordance with Section 553. 7'~(1 l) 1 Florida Statutes. 

1.4.8.2 The Board of Appeals is hereby designated and authorized to perform 
thl.! local ad minisrrntive boar<l fu nctions Sl.!t forth in Section 55). 71( I I), Flor ida 
Statutes. In accordance with Section 511.71( 11 ), Florida Sranites, the duties 
and functions of the Board of Appeals sha ll include chc follmving: 

a. To hear nnd rcndl.!r decisions in appeals of con flict <..l<.:cis ion~ made.: 
jointly by the District and the local bu ilding official , in accordance 
"vi th Section 553.73( l l), Florida Statutes. 

b. To resolve conflicts bct\vecn the building code nnd the Code, in 
accor<l:ince with SectLon 553. 7 3(11), Florida Statutes, in those 
insrnnces where thl.! District h:-iving jmisdiction ~rnd the local bu ilding 
official arc unahk m agree on a resolution of se1 icl conflict. 
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RULES or THE FIRE PREVENTION CODE BOARD Of Al)Pt:::ALS 

1.4.9 Additional Powers and Functions. The Board of Appcab is hereby 
authorized and empov..'ered to hear rind rule upon appcnls frorn orders of th.e 
Di~n-ict in challenges bro ught pursuant to Secrion 633.208(3)(d), Florida 
Srnrnres, to amenclin<.-nrs ro the Districes Code, and appeals from decisions of 
rhc D istrict relating co fa lse alarms. 

1.4.10 Any decision o f rhe Board shall he fin::t l and revicwnble in rhc m:nmcr 
an.J within the t ilTlC provi<lcJ by the FloriJa Rules of Appellate Proc<.:Jurc only 
l,y a petition for writ uf cerriornri filed with the C ircuit Court in ManBtcc 
County. 

1.4.1 1 Permits and Approvals. 

1.4.11.1 Any perm it o r (lpprova l :wrhorizecl to be is.sued by the Di.strict 
purwant to the Code shall be subjecr to irnmcdiat<.' suspension, revocation, or 
denial by rhc Disrricr upon rhc Di: rricr's dcrcrminarion rhar r.ondirions cxisr 
v .. ·hich make the pcnnittcd activity imminently Ja ngcrous tu li fe or property. 
The District's order im mcJ iarelv suspending or revoking a perrnir shall circ with 
particularity the facts supporting the suspension or revo<.:ation. T he suspension 
o r revocation shall be.: effective im.mcdiately upon notice to the pcrmittec at the 
location indica.tt!cl on the permittec's application. Upon such immediate 
suspension ur revocation of n permit, the permittec shall be entitled to ilppeal 
rhe J ecisinn of rhe District ar a Ruhscquenr hearing nf rhe l'oard o f Appeals. 
Cpon the Ro<1 rd of Appeal's receipt of a wrirren norice requesting a ~pecia l 

meeting for a hearing with respect to an immeJ ia1·c pcrmir s11srensinn or 
revocation, the BoarJ of Appc;ds :-; ha ll set such a hearing for a dare no lat<.: r 
than five (5) working days fro rn the l3oard of Appeal's receipt of the writt:cn 
notice unless the parties sti pulate to a later J atc. T he Board of Appeal's 1,.vritt:cn 
dcd sion shall be maileJ by certified mail tu the permittee wiLhin two Cl) 
W\.>rking days after rhe hen ring. In all other respecr.c;, t he procedures t)f Section 
1.4.6 nnd 1.4.7 ~hall apply. 

1.4.12 Equivaleucies, Alternatives, and Modifications. 

l .4. L2. l Equivalencies. In recngnirinn that it i ~ nor the intcnr of rhc.: Code to 

prevent tlu: use of sy:m.:ms, mcthm.l:i: o r J evic1.:s 0f equiva lent or superior 
qua li ty, str<.: ngrh, fi re resista nce, dfcctivcncs.s, durabili ty, and safi..: ty to dmse 
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RLl.ES OF THI:. FIRE PR EVENTION CODE HOARD Or APPEALS 

prescribed hy th<.: Code, provided tcchnirn l doc11mcntation is :iu hmittcd m rhc 
District to dcmom;mu:c cquivalency and the :iysrem, metho<l, or device is 
approvc<l for the inn;ndcd purpose. 

1.4. 12.2 Alternatives. The specific requircrncnrs of the Code shall be permitted 
w be altered by the District to n.llo""' alternative methods rhat will sernre 
cqu ivalcnt fire s::tfc ty, but in no case sh::\ ll the alternative afford less fire safety 
than, in the Judgment of the District, rhat which would be provided by 
compliance wirh the provi~ion~ conrn incd in rhe CoJ e. 

1.4.12.3 lvlodifications. The District i:i authorizl.!J to modify an)' of the 
provisions of rhc CoJc upon application in \.vri1·ing hy the owner, ::t less<.:e, or a 
duly authorized representative where there arc prncdcal difficulties in t he wny 

of carrying out the provisions of the Code, provided that chc intent of the Code 
shall be complied. \Vich, public safety secured, and subst:rncial justice done. 

l.4.12.4 l\11ildings \Vith cquivCTlency~ ll ltPrnntivc~s. or modifications :1prroved hy 
rhc District sh:.ill be cons.idcrcd as con.forn1ing wirh the Code. 

1.4.12.5 E~ch application fo r fl n alternative Circ protection feature shall be fi lcJ 
wit:h the Disrrict and shall he t1ccompanicJ by such evidence, l<.:rrcrs, starcmcnrs, 
results of tests, or other supporting information as required to justify the 
request. T he Oisrrict shall keep a record of actions on such applicatio ns, and a 
s igned copy of the District's decision shall be provid ed for the applicant. 

1.4.12.6 Approval. The Disrrict sha ll ::ipprove :o:;uch <l lrernarive con:i trucrion 

systems, mareri:.i ls, or merhods of design when it is suhsranriared rhar rhe 

srandards of the Code arc at lcasr equaled. lf. in the npin iun of the Districr, the 

sranJilrds of rhc Code shall not he cqw1lctl by the altcrn:1tivc requested, 
approval for permanent: \11ro rk shall be refused. Com;idcrarion shall be given tu 
test or prototype installations. 

1.4.13 Tests. 

1.4.13.1 Whenever evidence of compliance wirh the requirements of the Code 
is imuCfici<.:nr or evidence that any ma terial or m<.:thod of construction docs not 
confo rrn to the requirernents of the Code, or to substant iate claims for 
nltcrnntivc constructio n systems, tnaceriab, o r methods of construction, the 
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District shall be pcrmittc I to rcqllirc tests for proof of cornpliancc to be mnclc 
by an al.Jprovcd agency at the expense of the owner. 

L.4.13.2 Test methods shall be as specified by the Code fo r the material in 

quest ion. [ f appropri<irc test methods are nor specified in t he Code, rhe Oisrrict 

is au thorized to accept an applicable rest procedure from m1orhcr recognized 
sou rec. 

1.4 .13.3 The District shall retain copies of the rcS\.llts of all such ccsrs. 
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